
Pathway planning and subject choice information evening (S3 into S4) 

Questions and Answers 

 

 

Q: We have a selection A to F i.e. 6 selections. How is this treated as 4 subjects across 4 

periods. 

 

A: Mathematics and English (columns E & F) are given 5 periods each per week. Young people 

will choose one subject for each of the remaining  four columns (A - D). Each of these subjects 

from columns A to D will get four periods per week. 

    

 

Q: Is the course information booklet available on-line? 

 

Yes, it is on the school website: https://cults-academy.aberdeen.sch.uk/s3-s4/ 

 

 

Q: What is the reasoning for offering only 4 selective subjects in s4? Surely 5 or 6 

selective subjects would offer a broader base before the Higher phase. 

 

A: Learners in S4 take six subjects and this has been the structure for many years since the 

start of the national curriculum for excellence framework. Whilst this model is highly successful 

at creating a strong foundation for future progression for all our learners, we are always 

reviewing our curricular structure. This ongoing review will reflect the outcome from the national 

report into the senior phase curriculum. 

 

 

Q: Is there an element of first come, first served when the students are making choices?  

 

A: Almost all learners get their options; however, in a few situations, such as when a teaching 

position cannot be filled, young people may have to consider an alternative to their first choice 

for a particular column. Pupil support will work hard to support anyone who is in this position.  

 

Q: Is there any risk a subject becomes oversubscribed and a pupil may become bumped 

from their primary choice? 

 

A: The option sheet is constructed based on predicted demand, matched to teaching capacity, 

and there have only been a few situations where courses are oversubscribed. Where this has 

occurred pupil support teachers work hard to help learners choose an alternative option. Young 

people in the senior phase are encouraged to plan their learning over one, two or three year 

periods and are invited to fill a ‘basket’ of qualifications at whatever pace and level is 

appropriate for them. 

 

 

https://cults-academy.aberdeen.sch.uk/s3-s4/


Q: As Katie mentioned, to have taken 1 higher subject in S4, will this be in addition to the 

other 6 subject choices ?  

 

A: A Higher will count as one of the 6 options. 

 

 

Q: Is it possible to get an in depth really short peek into the future subjects.  

 

A: Information of subjects at higher levels can be found in the Senior Phase course information 

booklet (S5&S6): 

https://cults-academy.aberdeen.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Senior-Phase-course-

information-2022_23S5S6.pdf 

and from the SQA website: 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html 

Information can also be gathered from subject specific teachers. 

 

 

Q: Do the NESCol courses make up the 4 choices? 

 

A: NESCol and City Campus fit into our options in columns B and D and therefore count 

towards the four choices in addition to mathematics and English. 

 

 

Q: How does the subjects chosen inS4 directly reflects the choice that pupil makes in S5 

and s6 

 

A: Young people in S4 will often progress on to the next level for a subject in S5; however, they 

can also take new courses in S5. Senior phase students are encouraged to plan their learning 

over one, two or three year periods and are invited to fill a ‘basket’ of qualifications at whatever 

pace and level is appropriate for them. Young people in S4, 5 and 6 are timetabled together 

where appropriate, meaning that in a number of classes, for example those studying at Scottish 

Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) level 5, there are young people from each of the 

three year groups. As a result there is increasing flexibility for individualised pathways, and a 

suite of courses at different levels, to be taken by all young people in the senior phase. 
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